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tell you that such interesting plants as the ferns, mosses, mush- 
rooms, and puffballs are cryptogams, and that therefore you should 
not try to read the stories they have to tell. But why call them 
cryptogams ? That is a terrible word, that ought to be blotted out 
of the English language. Why not call them plants, as they are ? 
They are just as much God's creatures as the dandelion and thistle 
and smartweed are. They are just as interesting too, and mean as 
much in our lives as they do." 

Furthermore, it may be questioned whether some of the topics to 
which considerable space is given — as, for example, turgidity, 
plasmolysis, and various microscopic details — are really within the 
comprehension of young beginners. Every one who has studied 
children knows what confused and perverted ideas they will often 
get regarding matters of much greater simplicity than belongs to 
some of the physiological topics here presented. It is hard enough 
to give college students clear ideas of microscopic mechanisms and 
life processes. 

Only a few errors of statement have been noticed, but there is one 
which is sure to bewilder the pupil. On page 14 it is said of the 
bean that the embryo plant (meaning the plumule) is attached to 
the cotyledons. Then on page 19 it is asked if this small object 
which looks like a tiny plant is the embryo, and the reader is left to 
suppose that it is. Finally, on page 22 the reader is told most 
impressively that all inside the seed coat and its lining is the 
embryo, and that the embryo thus includes the cotyledons. 

F. L. S. 

A New Publication on Woody Plants — Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 
announce that they will issue next autumn the first part of a new 
publication, Trees and Shrubs, consisting of text edited by Professor 
Sargent, and plates from drawing by Mr. Faxon, pertaining to woody 
plants, particularly those adapted to the gardens of Europe and the 
United States, or of commercial or economic importance. The 
sample pages and plates that have been distributed with the pro- 
spectus show, as would have been expected, excellence in drawing 
and publication, and the happy mean between technicality and pop- 
ular writing which mark the Silva is likely to be maintained by 
Professor Sargent in this new publication, which in size and general 
appearance will bear considerable resemblance to the SiJva. Two 
parts, each consisting of twenty-five plates and costing $5.00, are 
expected to appear yearly. 
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The prospectus of this proffered work, curiously enough, raises a 
question that may bother the botanical nomenclaturists, for PL II 
and the accompanying text depict and describe what is called a new 
species in that much-vexed genus Cretaegus, so that when the initial 
number of the publication appears it will doubtless be found neces- 
sary to refer in it to this prior distribution of the species referred to. 

T. 

Flowers and Ferns in their Haunts. 1 — Where to draw the line 
between pleasant summer reading and didactic literature is often 
hard to decide, and yet when we go to the country there is a limit 
to what our trunks will carry, so that some kind of discrimination 
becomes necessary. This pretty little book will hardly come amiss, 
from whichever point of view selected, though it may not hold the 
attention of the reader like a novelette nor suit the needs of a class 
in botany; but through its pages runs a chatty narrative that is pleas- 
ing, and the illustrations show much that can be done by aid of the 
camera when intelligently used. T 

The Dictionary of Gardening. 2 — As was stated in the Naturalist 
for November, 1900, the excellent Dictionary of Gardening of Mr. 
George Nicholson, curator of the famous Kew Gardens, which for 
years has been the reference book for gardeners wherever English is 
read, has had planned for it a supplement, bringing it up to the end 
of the century. The first volume of this supplement appeared in 
June, 1900, and a second volume, completing it, was distributed in 
July of the present year. 

No more favorable place than Kew could be found for the elabo- 
ration of a compendious work on cultivated plants and the most suc- 
cessfulways of growing them. Not far from 25,000 species are said 
to be cultivated there. Kew is probably freer than any other estab- 
lishment in the world from the common fault of botanic gardens, that 
the collections are grown uncritically under whatever names are 
attached to them when they are procured ; and the very common, if 
often necessary, defect of botanical gardening, that a great variety of 
plants requiring dissimilar treatment are huddled together into a 

1 Wright, Mabel Osgood. Flowers and Ferns in their Haunts, with illustra- 
tions from photographs by the author and J. Horace McFarland. New York, 
The Macmillan Company, 1901. xix -f 358 pp. 

2 Nicholson, George. The Century Supplement to the Dictionary of Garden- 
ing, a practical encyclopaedia of horticulture for gardeners and botanists. George 
T. King, Hyde Park, Mass. 



